
Syllabus 1302 

The Instructor retains the right to amend this schedule as necessary. 

Fall 2025: History 1302, United States History from 1876 

Section 007, Tuesday - Thursday 1:00 – 2:15, LIB 337  

Instructor: Dr. Scott Buchanan 

Email: sbuchanan@southplainscollege.edu 

 docsb07@gmail.com  

 

Office: LIB 330 Levelland Campus 

Office Hours: 

M: 12:15 – 1:00, 2:15 – 2:30 

T: 9:45 – 11:00, 2:15 – 3:15 

W: 12:15 – 1:00, 2:15 – 3:15 

TH: 9:45 – 11:00 

F: 11:15 – 12:15, and by appointment 

 

Office Phone: (806) 716-2465 (not working as of 8/22/25) 

 

Reading: George Orwell, 1984 

 

 There are three primary objectives for the student of American history at the college level.  First 

is the acquisition of facts about American history that will give the student a degree of cultural literacy 

that is required for an individual to be considered college educated.  Second is to imbue and develop in 

the student a faculty for critical thinking when addressing political, economic, cultural or social issues 

and institutions.  The third objective is the combination of one and two.  To create opinions and 

discussions rooted in fact and refined by the student’s own logic.   

 

 This course will commence with the political and social settlements of the U.S. Civil War and 

Reconstruction eras.  We will proceed through the Gilded Age, the World Wars, the birth of the modern 

era, and the Cold War and post-Cold War eras.  The instructor will focus on the political, technological, 

military and economic facets of the material.  Religious, social and cultural history will not be ignored, 

but will be secondary themes. 

 

 Class Format:  The teaching style will consist almost universally of lecture.  The board will be 

used to spell some terms from the lecture.  Students should not hesitate to ask the instructor to define a 

term with which they are not familiar.  Recording devices are allowed, but must be placed on the table at 

the front of the classroom prior to the start of class.  However, any use of the lecture recording for any 

purpose other than classwork is a violation of this contract.  Students who believe they can function as 

auditory only learners must make the professor aware of their intention.   

*SEE YOUR INSTRUTOR TO REVIEW GRADES* 

 

Class Behavior:  Behavior during the class period that interferes with the learning process of 

other students, such as talking, excessive tardiness, and reading non-class materials or sleeping will not 

be tolerated.  Cell phones should be turned off and put away before entering the classroom.  The cell 

phone policy: Cell Phone = F as the course grade.  Students wearing ear pieces of any kind when the 

instructor begins taking role will be recorded as absent. 

The cell phone policy: Cell Phone or other devices = F as the course grade. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:sbuchanan@southplainscollege.edu
mailto:docsb07@gmail.com


Attendance:  Attendance is expected and required.  Roll will be taken at each class meeting.  On 

the fifth unexcused absence, or on the third consecutive absence, the student will be dropped from the 

course with an F.  Students who arrive late to class should talk with the instructor following the class or 

during office hours to prevent being counted absent.   

 Time Management: Success in a college level course requires that the student discipline 

themselves and spend significant time learning the course material outside of lecture.   To determine the 

amount typically needed the student should take the number of credit hours of a given class and multiply 

by three.  Thus for History 1302, a three credit hour class, the student should expect to spend nine hours 

a week outside of class working with the material.  

South Plains College policies concerning Disabilities, Non-discrimination, Title IX 

Pregnancy and Parenting Accommodations, CARE (Campus Assessment, Response, and 

Evaluation), Intellectual Exchange, Campus Concealed Carry, COVID-19, and AI (Artificial 

Intelligence) can be found here: Syllabus Statements. 

 

 Student Absence for Observation of Religious Holy Days:  A student who is absent from 

classes for the observation of a religious holy day shall be allowed to take an examination or complete 

an assignment scheduled for that day within a reasonable time after the absence if, not later than the 

fifteenth day after the first day of the semester, the student had notified the instructor     of each 

scheduled class that the student would be absent for a religious holy day. 

Grade Calculations:  Midterm exam: 25% 

    Other exams: 2 @ 20% (best two of three) 

     Participation and Attendance 10%  

     1984 assignment 10% (Students will take a quiz over the reading)  

     Reading and video quizzes 5% each for 10% of total grade 

     There will be three quizzes with the lowest grade dropped 

     (readings will be provided by the instructor) 

 *GRADE INFORMATION CAN NOT BE SENT VIA EMAIL* 

*PLAGARISM OR ANY TYPE OF CHEATING WILL RESULT IN A FAILING GRADE* 

 

 
 “Studying hiStory, my friend, iS no joke and irreSponSible game.  to Study hiStory 
one must know in advance that one is attempting something fundamentally impossible, 
yet necessary and highly important.  To study history means submitting to chaos and 
nevertheless retaining faith in order and meaning.  It is a very serious task, young 
man, and poSSibly a tragic one.” 
     ---Herman Hesse, Magister Ludi 1943 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.southplainscollege.edu%2Fsyllabusstatements%2F&data=05%7C02%7Csbuchanan%40southplainscollege.edu%7C863d988399be4f4a753c08dddf2ee591%7C6d91b166cf6a45e99e22a02625d082a9%7C0%7C0%7C638912114705219002%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=K8fyQ2vIQ7zy%2FTx8jBPaffMcbXk8R4fLXhGEwhrDF%2FM%3D&reserved=0


Course Schedule: History 1302 

Victorian –ISMS 

  The Gilded Age, the West, Railroads, Populism & Progressivism 

Sept 4th: All the World Akin, assignment due (instructor will hand out reading) 

Sept 18th: Exam #1 (EXAM questions are taken from classroom lectures) 

   Road to Twentieth-Century Super-Powers and Imperialism 

Sept 25th: WWI quiz (The Great War Channel videos) 

World War I 

Oct 16th: Exam #2 (Midterm) 

  The Twenties & Thirties   

Oct 17th: Fall Break, campus is closed 

Oct 23rd: Advertising and Marketing assignment (instructor will hand out reading) 

Depression and Extremism 

  World War II 

Nov 6th: Exam #3 

The Cold War begins 

Nov 20th: Orwell Reading, 1984, due 

http://www.george-orwell.org/1984/15.html  

  Cold War America 

FINAL EXAM: Wednesday, Dec 10th: 10:15 – 12:15, LIB337 

Students should maintain all materials returned by the professor for grade verification 

 

 

 

 

http://www.george-orwell.org/1984/15.html


  
 

Fall 2025 

FINAL EXAM SCHEDULE  

Date Regular Class Time Schedule Exam Time 

December 8th, 2025 

(Monday) 

MW   8:00 a.m.-9:15 a.m. 

MW   11:00 a.m.-12:15 p.m.. 

MW   2:30 p.m..-3:45 p.m.. 

MW   5:30 p.m..-6:45 p.m.. 

M HYB 5:30 p.m..-6:45 p.m.. 

M HTB  7:00 p.m..-8:15 p.m.. 

8:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. 

10:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.. 

1:00 p.m..-3:00 p.m.. 

5:00 p.m..-7:00 p.m.. 

5:00 p.m..-7:00 p.m.. 

7:15 p.m..-9:15 p.m.. 

December 9th, 2025 

(Tuesday) 

TR   8:00 a.m.-9:15 a.m. 

TR  11:00 a.m.-12:15 p.m.. 

TR  2:30 p.m..-3:45 p.m.. 

TR  5:30 p.m.-6:45 p.m.. 

T HYB 5:30 p.m..-6:45 p.m.. 

TR 7:00 p.m..-8:15 p.m..  

T HYB 7:00 p.m..-8:15 p.m..  

8:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. 

10:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.. 

1:00 p.m..-3:00 p.m.. 

5:00 p.m..-7:00 p.m.. 

5:00 p.m..-7:00 p.m.. 

7:15 p.m..-9:15 p.m.. 

7:15 p.m..-9:15 p.m.. 

December 10th, 2025 

(Wednesday) 

MW   9:30 a.m.-10:45 a.m. 

MW   1:00 p.m..-2:15 p.m.. 

MW   4:00 p.m..-5:15 p.m.. 

W HYB 5:30 p.m..-6:45 p.m.. 

MW   7:00 p.m.-8:15 p.m.. 

W HYB 7:00 p.m..-8:15 p.m.. 

8:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. 

10:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.. 

1:00 p.m..-3:00 p.m.. 

5:00 p.m..-7:00 p.m.. 

7:15 p.m..-9:15 p.m.. 

7:15 p.m..-9:15 p.m.. 

December 11th, 2025 

(Thursday) 

TR   9:30 a.m.-10:45 a.m. 

TR  1:00 p.m..-2:15 p.m.. 

TR  4:00 p.m..-5:15 p.m.. 

R HYB 5:30 p.m..-6:45 p.m.. 

R HYB 7:00 p.m..-8:15 p.m..  

8:00 a.m.-10:00 a.m. 

10:15 a.m.-12:15 p.m.. 

1:00 p.m..-3:00 p.m.. 

5:00 p.m..-7:00 p.m.. 

7:15 p.m..-9:15 p.m.. 

 

 

NOTE: Consult your instructor for Evening and Friday only Class Exam Schedule. 

Conflicts in test schedules should be worked out with individual instructors.  

All library books are due December 11th, 2025. 

 


